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with foreign diplomats deprecated any attempt on the part of
Russia to re-enter the Drei-Kaiserlund and spoke strongly of the
advantages to Russia of an alliance with England, which he
declared he would do his utmost to promote.

He argued that as Russia could not guarantee the possession
of the Slav provinces to Austria she could not be a party to
the Austro- German Vienna agreement, whilst Germany and
Austria could offer Russia no guarantee she stood in need of.

He insinuated to the French Ambassador that the Austro-
German defensive alliance was aimed at France quite as much as
at Russia, and cautioned him against surprises. . . ."

The economic agreement with Austria did not materialize,
but a year later, in spite of his disappointment with Haymerle,
Lord Odo Russell was convinced that Bismarck's pro-Austrian
policy in the East was now firmly rooted.1 When, however,
Gorchakov at length retired and was replaced by the far more
acceptable Giers, a statesman who realized the importance of
good relations with Germany, Bismarck showed that it was no
part of his policy to estrange Russia altogether. Giers visited
Friedrichsruhe and was well received, but when he obviously
avoided Vienna on his way to Rome, the Austrian papers took
alarm, which Bismarck took pains to allay by inspired articles
emphasizing the importance of the Austrian alliance.2 But the
excitement in Germany was growing, and when Count Herbert
Bismarck paid a mysterious visit to Vienna, rumour connected
it with "negotiations of so secret a nature that the ordinary
channels of diplomacy could not be used," and it was not until
the Government issued an authoritative statement that the
tension subsided.

While the negotiations for the renewal of the Austro-German
treaty, due to expire on 24 October 1884, were proceeding,
the French feared that Bismarck was working against her.
Although Lord Ampthill discounted those fears, pointing out
that the present weak republic suited Bismarck, the Emperor
William was in fact trying to add to the protection of Germany
by persuading Austria to guarantee her against a French attack,
though his efforts were in vain.3 Waddington, in Berlin, deter-
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